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® Driving abroad is more popular than ever before
o One in five Brits have driven abroad in 2006
o 62 per cent say they see and do more on holiday when they hire a car

® In general, North America, Australia and Northern Europe are seen as the easiest, safest
and most enjoyable places to drive around
o Most visited:
= 1. France

= 2.Spain
= 3.USA
o Voted best:
= 1.USA
= 2. Canada

= 3. Australia
o Calmest, most vigilant and safest drivers are in USA, Canada, Belgium, The
Netherlands
o Clearest roads are in Australia
o Smoothest roads, best signs and best roadside facilities: Australia, the USA,
Switzerland and Germany

® In general, the drivers and roads of Mediterranean countries, Ireland and South Africa are

seen as more challenging

o Lowest scoring countries for the driving experience as whole: Portugal, Italy,

South Africa
Fastest and most hot-tempered drivers: Italy, Spain, Greece and Portugal
Rudest and most reckless drivers: South Africa
Bumpiest, narrowest roads: Ireland
Confusing signs and worst roadside facilities: Italy, Ireland, Portugal and Greece
UK drivers are most likely to consider South Africa, Greece and Ireland dangerous
countries to drive around

O O O O O

o Traffic laws are enforced more in Ireland, Australia and Italy
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Chapter 1

Fast Facts

1. Australia
When driving around Australia, stock up on water and fuel — it's the world’s driest continent, with
44 per cent of its land given over to desert — that’s 1.3 million square miles.

2. Austria
If you take a caravan to Austria, don’t pitch up too near one of the country’s famous lakes:
parking within 500m of a lake is illegal.

3. Belgium
The lights along Belgium’s motorway system make it the only man-made structure visible from
the moon at night.

4. Canada

The world's first white road lines were painted on highway near the Ontario/Quebec border in
1930. John D. Millar, an engineer working for the Ontario Department of Transport, came up with
the idea to improve road safety.

5. Cyprus
Be careful where you hoot your horn in Cyprus — it’s strictly illegal near a hospital.

6. Czech Republic
Don’t leave your car on the left hand side of the road in the Czech Republic. Parking is
exclusively on the right, with the exception of one-way streets.

7. Ireland

Dublin’s North and South Circular Roads aren’t just highways. They're also the definition of a
true Dubliner. Only people born between the two can class themselves as a real native of the
city.

8. France

France is the birthplace of the world’s first car. Built in 1769 by Nicolas Cugnot, a military
engineer in Paris, the steam powered vehicle was used by the French Army to move cannons.
Although the ‘car’ could be cranked up to six km per hour, it was far too heavy and slow to catch
on in civvy street.

9. Germany
Germany is famous for its engineering prowess so it's no surprise that its ‘Autobahn’ was
Europe’s first ever motorway when it opened between Cologne and Bonn in 1928.

10. Greece
Don’t bother fitting your car out with the latest musical horn if you're going to Greece. Multitone
horns are illegal.

11. India

Don’t think you're king of the road in India. The cow is. It's India’s holy animal and, as such,
cannot be nudged, bumped or moved if it's blocking your road. Sit tight and wait for the bovine
beauty to amble along its way.
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12. Italy

The famous British Minis featured in the 1969 smash-hit film, The Italian Job, were very nearly
Fiats instead. The boss of the Italian motor firm offered to donate an unlimited supply of Fiat
500s, plus top-of-the-line Lamborghinis and Ferraris. He even handed over $50,000 to ensure
Italian rather than British cars made it into the film. The producers opted for the Minis in the end,
in line with the film’s Brits versus Europe theme. But they did use the roof of the Fiat factory in
one of the famous chase scenes.

13. Malta
As of Summer 2006, you haven’t got as much road at your disposal in Malta. Cycle lanes, a
common feature on the rest of the world’s roads, have just been introduced on the island.

14. Netherlands
Driving around the Netherlands might feel a bit cramped: there are more vehicles per square
kilometre there than anywhere else in the world other than Japan.

15. Portugal

If you drive over Portugal’s ‘April 25" (‘Ponte 25 de Abril’) road bridge in Lisbon, you'll be
journeying down one of the biggest landmarks in the country’s 1974 revolution. The 2.278km
long bridge was actually called the Salazar, in honour of Portugal’s dictator at the time. His
regime came to an end on April 25, 1974. To celebrate his overthrow, the people ripped his name
off the bridge and renamed it after that day.

16. Spain

Be thankful you don’t have to take your driving test in Spain. The Spanish highway code has
three times as many rules as the UK'’s, with in-depth sections on first aid, car maintenance and
vehicle loads. Plus, you need to splash the cash when learning to drive in Spain: to take your
test, you have to pay for three at a time.

17. South Africa
Don't look puzzled if someone directs you to turn left at the ‘robot’: that's South Africans’ word for
traffic lights.

18. Switzerland

Take a good look at the sky before you drive through Switzerland’s Gotthard road tunnel: you
won'’t see it again for another 10 miles. Opened in 1980, the tunnel was the world’s longest until
Norway took the record with ‘Laerdal’ in 2000.

19. Turkey

Turkey boasts the only road bridge ever to host a tennis match played on two continents. Its
Europe to Asia Bosphorus Bridge in Istanbul saw US tennis star Venus Williams perform a show
game with a Turkish player in May 2005. One player stood in Europe, the other in Asia, at either
end of the 1.5km long bridge. The event was promoting that year's World Tennis Association’s
Istanbul Cup.

20. USA
If you drove at 100mph for four years you would still not cover every stretch of road in the USA.
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Chapter 2
Who Goes Where?

9.3 million Brits get behind the wheel abroad every year. One in five have taken to the open road
already this year.

And the trend is set to continue with UK drivers waxing lyrical about seeing the world by car.
Three fifths say driving themselves around a country is more liberating, with 62 per cent
revealing they’ve seen and done more when they’ve booked a car. Meanwhile, road trips make
holidays more fun as well as more relaxing, according to 41 per cent.

Brits abroad don’t seem to be big fans of taking the bus or hopping on a train. Over a third say it
just wastes their time on holiday. And they reckon that Australia, Germany, South Africa, Italy and
Ireland have the slowest public transport network.

So, where are UK motorists most likely to start up their engine these days? When it comes to the
most visited destinations in 2006, Europe’s in top gear, with old favourites France and Spain
pipping the USA to the number one spot.

The UK’s most visited driving destinations, 2006
1. France

2. Spain

3. USA

4. Australia
5. ltaly

6. Greece

7. Portugal
8. Cyprus
9. Ireland
10. Germany

However, ask holidaying motorists where they most enjoy hitting the road, and North America is
in the driving seat. The USA and Canada tops the index of countries marked out of 10 for their
driving experience by UK motorists. Meanwhile, it seems holidaymakers don’t enjoy cruising
around South Africa and Mediterranean countries Spain, Greece, Portugal and Italy as much.

The UK’s Favourite Driving Destinations
USA
Canada
Australia
Switzerland
France
The Netherlands
Cyprus
Germany
Ireland

. Belgium

. Spain

. Greece

. Portugal

. Italy

. South Africa
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Chapter 3

Behind the Wheel
Driving Culture

From Australia to ltaly and Spain to South Africa, every country’s motorists have their own way of
tackling the road ahead. They may rant and rave their way through their journey. Or calmly cruise
along. Which countries do UK drivers find the most stressful? Where is the world’s road rage
capital? Which have the fastest drivers or the busiest roads? Who owns the flashiest cars? And
where would you find the clearest highways and calmest byways?

It's not surprising the US is such a hit, as its drivers and roads are consistently voted amongst
the world’s safest, most careful, polite and aware. Across the board, UK drivers rate their North
American, Northern European and Australian counterparts as being coolest, calmest and most
collected on the world’s highways. The US, Canada, Belgium, the Netherlands and Switzerland
are home to the world’s most composed and vigilant motorists.

Countries voted as the easiest in which to drive
USA - 58%

Australia — 53%

Ireland — 49%

Cyprus — 42%

France — 41%

abkwN =

Countries voted as having the safest roads
1. Australia — 44%
2. Switzerland — 43%
3. USA-40%
4. Belgium —39%
5. Canada - 38%

Most polite drivers
1. Netherlands — 58%
2. lreland — 54%
3. Canada-47%
4. USA-37%
5. Switzerland - 34%

Most aware drivers
Belgium — 36%
Netherlands — 35%
USA - 30%
Germany — 27%
Canada — 25%

abhwON =

Meanwhile, Mediterranean motorists seem to live up to their fiery reputation on the roads. Italian,
Spanish, Greek and Portuguese drivers are consistently seen as the world’s biggest boy racers
with a devil-may-care attitude and hot temper to match.
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Portugal has revved its way into record books as the home of road rage, according to UK drivers.
Surprisingly, though, those cool cruisers of North America and Northern Europe have also raced
up the world’s road rage chart, with the Netherlands, Germany and Canada hitting the top five.

South African roads are also challenging, with their motorists rated not only the world’s rudest
but also the most reckless by a massive three in four Brits.

Fastest drivers

Italy — 79%
Germany — 75%
Spain — 65%
Greece — 60%
France — 59%

aObkwON =

Most reckless drivers
South Africa — 75%
Greece — 56%

Italy — 53%
Portugal — 51%
Spain — 35%

abkwN =

Rudest drivers
1. South Africa — 50%
2. Portugal — 19%
3. France —18%

Countries where UK drivers have experienced road rage
Portugal — 25%

Netherlands — 12%

Germany — 11%

Ireland — 8%

Canada — 6%

abkwN =

Not surprisingly, motoring through the Med is more manic than meandering, with between one in
four and one in three UK drivers labelling the whole experience as stressful. However, the flip
side of this Mediterranean mayhem is that these countries are also rated as the world’s most
exciting drives.

Countries where driving is seen as stressful
Italy — 42%

Portugal — 36%

Spain — 30%

Greece — 28%

South Africa — 25%

abhwh=

Countries where driving is seen as exciting
Switzerland — 34%

Italy — 30%

Greece — 25%

Portugal — 21%

Spain — 20%

Nk W=






easyCar.com World Driving Report 2006

Chapter 4

The Open Road
Driving Infrastructure

Of course, making your way around someone else’s country is not just about making sense of
their motorists. The state of the road, how many people are on it and how well you’re looked
after all add to the driving experience. From world-class motorway networks to bumpy dirt-tracks,
detailed directions to nonsensical signage and luxury service stations to tiny pit stops, drivers will

see them all.
Did you know?
1. There are 889,600 km of highways in Australia
2. Germany has the most motorways in Europe, with 9,660km of ‘Autobahns’ zig-zagging
their way across the country.
3. France has 1,500km more motorways than lItaly.
4. Inless than 10 years, India has doubled its number of highways, from 34,298km in 1996-

97 to 65,659km by 2005.

Australia is where drivers can indulge themselves the most in the thrill of the open road as it's
home to the world’s clearest and quietest highways.

Top 10 clearest roads

1
2
3
4
5.
6.
7
8
9
1

. Australia — 49%

Cyprus — 47%
France — 42%
Ireland — 38%
Canada — 38%
Greece — 29%
USA-27%

Spain — 27%

South Africa — 25%

0. Portugal — 24%

Meanwhile, drivers in the Netherlands may be calm, polite and careful — but there’s also a lot of
them, according to UK holidaymakers.

Where drivers are most likely to get caught up in traffic

1.

2
3
4
5.
6.
7
8
9
1

Netherlands — 65%
Italy — 61%

USA -47%

Ireland — 46%
South Africa — 45%
Portugal — 33%
Switzerland — 31%
Germany — 31%
France — 29%

b. Canada — 28%

Australia, the USA, Switzerland and Germany have all steered themselves into pole position for
their smooth roads, clear signs and great roadside refreshments.

10
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Smoothest roads
1. France — 62%
2. USA-59%
3. Switzerland — 54%
4. Spain - 54%
5. Germany — 53%

Clearest signposting
Netherlands — 77%
Australia — 75%
USA-67%
Germany — 62%
Switzerland — 60%

aObkwON =

Best roadside petrol and service stations
Canada — 53%

USA-52%

Australia — 48%

Germany — 47%

Switzerland — 46%

abkwN =

Meanwhile, Ireland does not fare as well amongst UK drivers. They rate its roads the bumpiest
and narrowest in the world. Motorists are also more likely to find signposts mind-boggling on the
Emerald Isle, according to 56 per cent. And despite its world-famous reputation for hospitality,
Ireland also comes in second worst for roadside refreshments.

And those picture postcard Mediterranean lanes are great to look at, but a bit more challenging
to get across, it seems. The charming highways and byways of Italy, Greece and Portugal don’t
make for the smoothest and easiest journeys to follow, say UK drivers.

Bumpiest roads

Ireland — 66%
South Africa — 61%
Greece — 60%
Portugal — 52%
Italy — 45%
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Narrowest roads

Ireland — 49%
Portugal — 42%
Greece — 37%
Italy — 34%
Switzerland — 31%

aObkwN=

Confusing signposting
Italy — 68%
Portugal — 62%
Ireland — 56%
Canada — 53%
Spain — 52%

aObkwN=
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Most basic roadside garages/ petrol stops

abkwN=

Greece — 35%
Ireland — 26%
Cyprus — 23%
Australia — 20%
South Africa — 19%
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Chapter 6

Driving a Hard Bargain?
Motoring costs

Hiring a car, keeping it topped up with petrol and passing through motorway tolls adds up to
wildly different amounts across the world.

Petrol

Petrol costs are always a hot topic — especially amongst UK drivers who fork out a lot for fuel. In
fact, Britain’s petrol prices are the third highest in the world — overtaken only by the Netherlands
and Turkey. Meanwhile, filling up in the USA is cheaper than anywhere else worldwide, costing
the equivalent of 0.56 euros (£0.37) per litre.

Country Average price per litre of petrol in euros
Netherlands 1.37
Turkey 1.36
UK 1.30
Belgium 1.27
Germany 1.27
Italy 1.26
France 1.20
Portugal 1.18
Malta 1.17
Ireland 1.08
Austria 1.05
Switzerland 1.05
India 1.02
Spain 0.99
Czech republic 0.97
Greece 0.91
Cyprus 0.87
Canada 0.84
South Africa 0.87
Australia 0.70
USA 0.56
Car hire

Prices also vary when it comes to car hire. Typically, Northern Europe and Scandinavian
countries charge more, while North America, South Africa, Australia and the Mediterranean costs
less.

The cheapest hire car can be booked in Malta, while motoring around Greece and Turkey will
mean paying more.
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Appendix

Sources

www.aa.com
www.allbusiness.com
www.amusingfacts.com
www.atlas.nrcan.gc.ca
www.autoblog.com
www.autoeurope.com
www.autoroutes.fr
www.autosave.co.uk
www.autostrade.it
www.bbc.co.uk
www.billzilla.org
www.budget.co.th
www.byegm.gov.tr
www.car-accidents.com
www.cf.fhwa.dot.gov
www.drive-alive.co.uk
www.cybersteering.com
www.cyprusgreenline.com
www.czech.cz
www.de-leau.com
www.denmark.dk
www.drivingabroad.co.uk
www.dubaipolice.gov.ae
WWW.€ec.europa.eu
www.easyCar.com
www.eupedia.com
www.expatica.com
www.experts.about.com
www.factmonster.com
www.gapwork.com
www.grsproadsafety.org
www.homepage.eircom.net
www.imdb.com
www.indiacore.com
www.invest.belgium.be
www.irelandsown.net
www.kshitij.com/research/petrol.shtml
www.motoeuropa.co.uk
www.nriol.com
WwWw.permanent.access.gpo.gov
www.piarc.org
www.portcult.com
www.psychology.nottingham.ac.uk
www.rac.co.uk
www.safecarguide.com/exp/statistics/statistics.htm
www.safermotorways.co.uk
www.saga.co.uk
www.statistik.at/englisch/results/raum/kfz_txt.shtml
www.southafrica.net
www.tc.gc.ca
www.thailandoutlook.com
www.theage.com.au
www.theoilspoteh.ca
www.timeforkids.com
www.travel-island.com
www.uaeinteract.org
www.unece.org/trans/roadsaccicage.html
www.valuecarrentals.com
www.who.int
www.wikipedia.com
WWwWw.zar.co.za
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